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     HOMECOMING!   

  
 

From Your Pastor: 

 Summer is over and it feels it with the cold in the air.  However, 

this is fall and time for homecoming events.  Colleges and high schools have had their 

homecoming events and now it is time for the churchôs celebration.  On Sunday, November 20, 

we will celebrate Homecoming Harvest Home and Thanksgiving Sunday all together here 

at Centenary with our worship service and pot luck meal.  What a great day this will be! We 

hope all of you can come and bring family and friends.   
 

 I have been thinking about why Homecoming is so special to me.   Even though I am 

presently serving Centenary as a pastor, I am celebrating and making memories all at the same 

time.  I love the congregation here and we have made many special memories and relationships, 

for this has been an important part of my faith journey.   
 

 What matters to me is my families (my church family, being a part of the Body of Christ 

and my biological family) and those relationships that help to get me through the challenging 

time of life and makes life worthwhile.  God has placed many people in my pathway that have 

helped me grow in my faith and to be who I am.  This is why life is so important, making friends 

and building relationships with Jesus our Savior and with people. 
 

 Homecoming is looking back from where we have come and renewing friendships, 

finding out what is going on in our lives now and what our hope and dreams for the future are all 

about.  It is like a big family reunion. 
 

 Homecoming and Thanksgiving Sunday are a good pair of days to celebrate together for 

the harvest of our faith and gifts as we remember and give our gratitude to God for family and 

friends who have helped us. 

 

 

 

 

Philippians 4: 4-7 reads: ñRejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  Let your 

gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near.  Do not worry about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 

God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus.ò 
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Poem 

          A room of quiet, 

    A temple of peace,           

The house of faith 

Where doubtings cease; 

A house of comfort 

Where hope is given, 

A source of strength 

To make earth heaven; 

A shrine of worship, 

A place to prayð 

                I found all this 

In my church today. 
 

     -By Cyrus E. Albertson 

 

 

 

 

 

HOMECOMING, HARVEST HOME AND THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION  

 Harvest Home and Thanksgiving Celebration will be held on Sunday, November 20
th
.  

Alicia Stanley from Hoffman Homes for Youth will bring words from the work being done at 

Hoffman Homes for Youth, which is our denominational related and supported ministry located 

in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.    

 

 We will have a Thanksgiving covered dish dinner following worship.  The turkey and 

gravy is provided.  PLEASE PUT THIS DATE ON YOUR 

CALENDAR.  INVITE FAMILY AND FRIENDS TO WORSHIP 

TOGETHER IN THANKSGIVING AND GRATITUDE TO GOD 

FOR ALL HIS BLESSINGS.  
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ALL CHURCH FELLOWSHIP -AND MORE? 

 

  On Wednesday, October 5th at 7:00 p.m. the All-Church Fellowship met.  There were 

seven people present for this organizational meeting.   The first thing that we decided was that 

we were going to be a Membership Committee.  We have met twice and wonderful ideas are 

flowing to become more known in the community and what we can do to help to grow our 

membership.  Keep praying for us and join us if you like.  All are welcome.  We will meet again 

on November 7
th
 at 6:00 p.m.  It will be a work night since we are working on some projects.   

 

BEYOND THE ORDINARY  

 In each newsletter I have been sharing a few thoughts from the book Beyond the 

Ordinary.  Churches have strengths they build on that leads to being a church that is Beyond the 

Ordinary.  They are growing and are successful.  No one strength works alone but in 

combination with others.  Every church has strengths.  If we recognize these and build on them, 

then we can be successful in our ministry and mission. 

 Last month, we saw that the first strength was Growing Spiritually.  This month, we will 

talk about the second strength, ñMeaningful Worship.ò  The following is a list of eight qualities 

that are ranked accordingly from the highest level (number 1) to the lowest (number 8) by 

worshipers: 

 1.  Experience joy during worship always or usually. 

 2.  Experience inspiration during worship always or usually.   

 3.  Experience Godôs presence during worship always or usually. 

 4.  Experience frustration during worship rarely. 

 5.  Experience boredom during worship rarely. 

 6.  Report worship services and other congregational activities help them to a great 

 extend with everyday life. 

 7.  Report sermons, preaching, or homilies as one of the three most valued aspects of 

 their congregation. 
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 8.  Experience awe or mystery during worship always or 

usually. 

 

 The findings reveal that congregations wishing to make 

their worship services more meaningful should look for ways to 

inspire, bring joy to worshipers, feel Godôs presence, and 

minimize boredom and frustration. 

  ñA Myth Trap is large congregations offer the ñbestò worship experiences.  Meaningful 

worship happens in congregations of all sizes.  All congregations hold services where people 

feel joy and inspiration.  These congregational strengths do not depend on size.  But what 

predicts beyond-the- ordinary- performance on meaningful worship?  Two factors matter: 

congregations that have empowering leaders and worshipers who are growing spiritually.ò 

 On several charts that are in the book showed that strengths by congregational size that 

the largest percentage of meaningful worship is in smaller churches.  The strength by 

denominational family is higher in Conservative Protestant and Historically Black Churches. 

The strengths by average age in the congregations showed equally between younger and older 

worshipers.  

 

 

 

TRIP TO CHURCH WORLD SERVICE  

Wednesday, October 19
th, 

volunteers went to Church World Service.  

There were 8 members of Centenary, 2 people from Mt. Calvary United Church of Christ, 3 

people from St. Paulôs United Church of Christ and a neighbor of Rev. Rhodesô who went.  The 

fourteen volunteers helped in SERRV and were able to process 1,076 items made in other 

countries and sent here to be priced and packaged to go to stores and shops across the United 

States to be sold and the money returned to those who made them. It is our way of helping others 

throughout the world.  We processed nativity sets made out of paper from Vietnam, duck salt and 

pepper shakers from Vietnam and earrings from Chili.   

 We also learned that there were changes in SERRV.  They are now independent and a 

Fair Trade Service not a part of Church World Service even thought there distribution center is at 

Church World Service. 
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HEALTH KITS  

 Thirty-eight health kits and $96 were delivered on October19th to Church World Service 

from our congregation.  Our many thanks are given to all who contributed.  These will help 

people all over the world. 

 

 

A REMINDER  

Food for CCAP and Centenary Food Bank.    

 

Please bring non-perishable food items for CCAP on the first Sunday of the 

month and on other Sundays, we will collect non-perishable foods or money 

for our own food bank here at Centenary. 

  

 

BLANKET  DRIVE  

 During the month of October, we will be collecting blankets for the Community Blanket 

Drive.  These are distributed to several places in the community to help those who are in need.  

Our thanks are given to Debbie Bailey for being in charge of this worthy mission. 

 

 

Monthly Lunch and Food Pantry Report 

September, 2011   

Lunches served:   92 

Pantry households served   47 

Individuals served 126 

Volunteers  15 

Hours worked                                             44 

Donations during the month:                                                                                                                     

Food Lion Sunnyside   20 Ibs of bread 


