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\ g LIVING ASPEACEMAKERS

From the Pastor:

There is so much thatdishs us i n this world. We say, nWher
getting along with one another happen?o nWher
without compromising our beliefs aabdufanythindibwtr t i n

having our own way. There is conflict everywhere we look. Congress cannot work together to make
any decisiongor the betterment of humankindRebellion is happening all over the world. Children

are exploited and abused for selfgfatifications. Human life is taken because we have been hurt so
letés hurt in return.Greed and selfighteousessis shown in the falling of instituteshd hero figures.

Lack of patiencend time create havoc in our homes. Congregatioosurches split because people
cannot have their own way. Where is respect? Where is peace that God wants us to exhibit in this
world that He has created for us to enjoy and to presel@? major questions ar8, Wh at can |

about the situations inhis world? How can | make a differenceHow can | bying abo
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What can | give Him, poor as | am? If | were a XS
shepherd, | would bring a lamb. If | were a wise man,
! would do my part. Yet, what can | give Him? Give
Hi m my heart ?o0
(Words from a hymn written by Christina Rossettr.)

The first thing we have to do is find Jesus in our hearts. He is the peace maker and it
begins within our own hearts. It is easy to see what is wirotige world and to sit and wonder what
is going to happennext. n | sai ah 9: 6, it reads, AAnd Hi s nal
the Mighty God, the Everlasting FatheghePr i nce of dhgelmsaormmunced to the shepherds
who were out on the hillside the night that Christ was bdsfiry to God in he highest and on earth

peacegoodwi |l |l toward all. o (Luke 2: 14) .




Il n Mark 9:50, it reads, AfHave pe &amononrthe Mountt h a
He says, NBl essed are the peacemakers: for the
gives us peace, not as the world gives but as

Finding the peace in our lives, then we areto live asicdr en of God who fAD:
we would have (uke68l)do unto us. o

Thereisasong, MALet dnheEraer tBhe. OPe alceat t hi ‘ our pray

Let There Be Peace on Earth

Let there be peace on earth
And let it begin with me.

Let there be peace on earth
The peace that was meant to be.
With God as our father
We are family.

Let us walk with each other
In perfect harmony.

Let peace begin with me
Let this be the moment now.
With every step | take,
Let this be my solemn vow.
To take each moment
And live each moment
With peace eternally.
Let there be peace on earth
And let it begin with me.
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I dondt &odowlleddo/ou next year to help to bring about peace in the world and
with all you come in contact with bugou can make a difference when you have Christ Jesus in your
heart and you have the peace that passeth all understanding. Jesus when he was with his disciples in ¢

2



boat out on the sea and the st be ms tviadsthepeacgi n g

within, and let the Holy Spirit lead you to helping others find that peace this Christmas and in 2012.
| leave with you a Christmas Blessing

a CHRISTMAS BLESSING

dMay there be harmony in all your relationships. May sharp
words , envious thoughts, and hostile feelings be dissolved.

dMay you give and receive love generously. May this love
echo in your heart like the joy of church bells on a clear
December day.

dMay each person who comes into your life be greeted as

another Christ. May the honor given the Babe of Bethlehem
be that which you extend to every guest who enters your
presence.

dMay the hope of this sacred season settle in your soul.
May it be a foundation of courage for you when times of
distress occupy your inner land.

dMay the wonder and awe that fills the eyes of children be
awakened within you. May it lead you to renewed awareness
and appreciation of whatever you too easily take for

granted.

dMay the bonds of love for one another be strengthened as
you gather with y our family and friends around the table of
festivity and nourishment.

dMay you daily open the gift of your life and be grateful
for the hidden treasures it contains.

dMay the coming year be one of good health for you. May you
have energy and vitality. M ay you care well for your body,
mind, and spirit.



0May you keep your eye on the Star within you and trust
this Luminescent Presence to guide and direct you each day.

oMay you go often to the Bethlehem of your heart and visit
the One who offers you peace. May you bring this peace into
our world.
dJoyce Rupp

Bob and | wish you a MerryChristmasand a Blessed New Yéar

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

The Membership Committee has been meeting. The
committee put together welcome packets to be givem

visitors. They sent postcards inviting people to

Homecoming/Thanksgiving Sunday Service and meal. They
have had outside banners made to advertise different messages inviting people to

church. Special events are placed in the newspaper. Thank$youare doing.

BEYOND THE ORDINARY

In each newslettdr have been sharingfaw thoughts from the bookeyond the
Ordinary. Churches have strengths they build on that leadeiag a church that is
Beyond the Ordinary They are growing and arsuccessful. No one strength works
alone but in combination with others. Every church has strengths. If we recognize
these and build on them, then we can be successful in our ministry and mission.

Last month, we saw that theecondstrength wasMeaningtul Worship. This

month, we will talk about thehird strength, fiParticipating in the Congregationd
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Congregations grow in numbers when many people in the congregation engage in
activities there. Below is listed how congregational members are takingnptoeir
congregations:
1. Attend worship every week or more than once a week 81% of those surveyed.
2. Are involved in one or more small groups (Sunday, school, prayer, or Bible
study.) 67%
3. Regularly give 5% or more of their netome to the congregation 63%
Have one or more leadership roles in the congregation (Board member, teacher,
leading worship) 57%
5. Often participate in important decisionaking in the congregation33%

AA Myt h Congragationsddfer widely in their ability to involve large
numbers of people in any activity other than attending worship serviéesually
congregations exhibit fHy similar levels of worship participation. No congregation
achieves 100 %. Evewpongregation has challenges encouraging involvement beyond
the worship in the church. Beyottlde-ordinary congregations convey to worshipers
the sense that spiritual growth stems fr

How is our congregationaing at Centenary? How are people involvetffink
about next year, what can you do in the life of the church? Are you willing to work on
the newsletterserve on one of the committees, attend a Bible study, retreat, or Book
Club, sing in the choir, plathe hand chimedelp with suppers, or
teach a childrenbds Sunday sc
are Beyond the Ordinanhave a lot of participation in the church
besides Sunday morning for Aour.

A REMINDER
Foodfor CCAP and Centenarpéd Bank

o O Please bring noiperishable food items for CCAP on the first Sunday
Q \ Qa of the month and on other Sundays, we will collect faarishable
7 \(,.D foods or money for our own food bank here at Centenary
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BLANKET DRIVE

Our many thanks are extended to everyone who gave blankets for the blanket
drive. Also,our gratitudeto Debbie Bailey for being in charge of this worthy mission.

MONTHLY LUNCH and FOOD PANTRY REPORT
October, 2011

Lunches served: 107
Pantry households served 53
Individuals served 155
Volunteers 14
Hours worked 45

Donations during the month:

Food Lion Sunnyside 201bs of bread

Walter Shaver 19.5 Ibs. of food via working for food bank

Funds donated $13from lunch patrons plus donation of $95 personal
Expenses for the month $173.87

Charlotte Venskoske gfag

ITEMS FOR CHRISTMABTBAGS
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The following items are needed to help fill ourri€tmas Bags for the needy at our
Lunch/Food Pantry lunch on December 23. All items should be in by December 18.

D v[e ]S ue Vv tlu v[e ]S ue v
Socks Socks
Handkerchiefs Hats
Toothbrushes Gloves
Towels Toothbrushes
Wash cloths Towel
Hats Wash cloths
Gloves Stockings

Scarves

HOMECOMING/THANKSGIVING SUNDAY

Homecoming/ThanksgivingSunday was a marvelous day in
church. It was encouraging to see so many people in worship. Alicia
Stanley from Hoffman Homes for Youtavg us an informational talk on
the history and work of Hoffman Homes. Worship was meaningful and
inspirational.
Following worship, a delicious pot luck meal was staby all.
Our thanks are given to Marie Fauyevho roasted the turkey and
made gravy. It was as delicioysas always.

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Sunday, December 411:00 a.mWorship andHoly Communion
Guest musician will be harpiBiane Dowell

Sunday, December 1111:00 a.m.Worship.
Stephanie Esposito will kmur guest musicianplaying the clarinet.

At 1:00p.m. we will goChristmas Caroling to the
Winchester House

Sunday, December 1811:a.m.Worship. The Centenary Hand Chime Chwill play.
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